There are no published reports on the helminths of lagomorphs in South Dakota. Although there are five species of lagomorphs in the state according to Hall (1981, Mammals of North America, Vol. I, John Wiley and Sons, New York, pp. 292-328), multiple representatives of two of these species and a single representative of a third species were examined. The purpose of this study was to determine the species of helminths associated with these lagomorphs, and to determine their prevalence and distribution.
There are no published reports on the helminths of lagomorphs in South Dakota. Although there are five species of lagomorphs in the state according to Hall (1981, Mammals of North America, Vol. I, John Wiley and Sons, New York, pp. 292-328) , multiple representatives of two of these species and a single representative of a third species were examined. The purpose of this study was to determine the species of helminths associated with these lagomorphs, and to determine their prevalence and distribution.
Between October 1982 and June 1983, 54 lagomorphs, including 35 white-tailed jack rabbits (Lepus townsendii campanius Hollister), 18 eastern cottontail rabbits (Sylvilagus floridanus similis Nelson) and one desert cottontail rabbit (S. audubonii fmileyi J. A. Allen), were collected by shooting and were examined for helminths. The gastrointestinal tracts were cut longitudinally, washed in a black tray partially filled with water and the helminths recovered. The body cavities and viscera were also examined grossly for parasites. Cestodes were fixed in AFA, stained in Harris hematoxylin and mounted in Canada balsam, while nematodes were fixed in 70% ethanol, cleared in glycerine-ethanol and stored in vials of glycerine jelly.
The results are presented in Table 1 . White-tailed jack rabbits were parasitized by two species of cestodes and one nematode, while eastern cottontail rabbits had three cestodes and two nematodes. The single desert cottontail rabbit was infected Coenuri of Multiceps serialis (Gervais) were the most conspicuous parasites found in white-tailed jack rabbits. The two coenuri, 63.5 mm and 51.0 mm in diameter, were recovered from the skeletal muscles of the internal lumbar region and left thigh, respectively. These sites of encystment have been reported previously (McCampbell, 1926 
